
First Sunday of Advent 
27 November 2022 

Reading 1 Is 2:1-5 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

Reading 2 Rom 13:11-14 

Gospel Mt 24:37-44 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

Our lives revolve around cycles.  Each fall, we have the start of school for children 

and football. In the spring, we have spring break, proms, graduations, along with 

baseball at all levels of play. 

For many of us, the work we do, whether it is for pay or not, determines our daily 

cycle. 

 

And in the universe, there is a cycle that routinely occurs too – whether it is the sun 

rising, nightfall, or the changing of seasons to name a few. 

 

In fact, we need that order in our lives to give us the predictability to help us find 

joy and happiness in our existence. 

 

Even right now, many of us have plans for what we are going to do this afternoon, 

this coming week, perhaps even in the next year or two.  That is only possible 

because of the predictability of certain events. 

 

We have a life cycle, as human beings, too!  We are conceived, born, grow up and 

then die.  Some would say the only certainties in life are death and taxes. 

 

There is uncertainty too. 

 

One does not choose where or when they are born, their biological sex, eye or hair 

color, or other physical attributes that they are endowed with.  Even if someone were 

to clone us – that person may look like us, but they would be entirely new individuals 

– because they will not share the same experiences that we have had. 

 

The Covid Pandemic and Winter Storm URI interrupted many of our routine 

activities, whether it was attending work and school, going to church, or even how 

we heated and lighted our homes during those trying times. 

 

Yet, our human life cycle remained the same, some were conceived, some were born, 

most continued to grow up and some died during these events. 

 

I speak of these events - The Covid Pandemic and Winter Storm URI – because they 

are like a thief, death and the second coming of Christ – we don’t know when our 
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house will be broken into, nor the hour and time of our own death, nor when the 

second coming of Jesus will occur. 

 

Our Gospel reading reminds me of the children’s story of the Ant and the 

Grasshopper. 

 

The fable concerns a grasshopper that has spent the summer singing while the ant 

worked to store up food for winter. When that season arrives, the grasshopper finds 

itself dying of hunger and begs the ant for food. However, the ant rebukes its idleness 

and tells it to dance the winter away now. 

 

 

Jesus reminds us of how Noah (the ant) warned people (the grasshopper) of the 

coming flood, yet they ignored it and continued with their lives as usual. (2 Peter 

2:5) Only Noah and his family paid heed to and did what was necessary to prepare 

for the flood when it occurred. 

 

 

In our own spiritual lives, are we simply living for the moment or striving to prepare 

for our death, which is certain – yet the hour and the place is unknown. 

 

 

Through history, and re-presented in our church’s liturgical cycle, we know that 

Jesus is and has already come for the first time.  An event that God’s chosen people 

has long awaited but did not know when it would happen 

. 

That is going to be Herod’s the Great surprise, despite all the intelligent and wise 

advisors he has gathered around him.  It is only when the Three Magi/Kings show 

up and ask where this child is going to be born that Herod the Great realizes the 

world is about to change. 

 

 

Jesus, in today’s Gospel, is calling on us to change our ways – to be constantly 

focused on eternal life.  Yes, God wants us to enjoy life to the fullest, not just here 

and now, but for eternity. 

Each day, we wake up and we must make a choice whether we will draw closer to 

God or not. 

In our brokenness, it is not a one and done decision.  We may find ourselves striving 

to remain focused even in this hour, this minute or this very second. 

 

 

Jesus does not lead us into temptation, rather like Adam and Eve, we fall into 

temptation.  



When we turn our eyes away from Jesus, just as Peter did when he stepped out in 

faith on the water to come to Jesus, and allow the world to fill our eyes, then we too 

begin to sink away from Jesus. 

 

 

This happens to us not in a spectacular way like Peter’s, but it is in how we talk and 

act towards others and creation.  It is those tiny acts, that we don’t think about, that 

have grown into vices that allow us to fall away like Adam and Eve. 

 

 

Advent is a time of preparation, a time to examine our lives and our actions, as we 

await the baby Jesus. 

 

 

The birth of a child is a beautiful and wonderful event, not just in our own lives, and 

God’s promise to save his people makes the birth of this child, Jesus, even more 

precious and special. 

God calls us to be co-creators with Him, which means we have a part in our salvation 

too! 

 

 

We are being called to relationship with the child Jesus, just as we are called to 

relationship with the children and people in our lives.  Just as Jesus loves all that 

God has given him, even those who persecute him, we too are called to love everyone 

we encounter, even those who want to persecute or harm us. 

 

 

That is a tall order for us – yet, if Jesus could do it, then so can we.  But it begins 

with examining our hearts and going to confession regularly and allowing ourselves 

to be fortified by the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave his life to 

open the doors to eternal life with God for us. 

 

 

As we approach the Altar to receive gift of the True Presence of our Lord Savior, 

Jesus Christ, 

let us ask for the grace we need to praise, revere and serve him, just as he has come 

to serve us. 

 

Amen! 
 


